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The CASE of the Ci London, 
In Refercnce to Their Debts duc by Them to the OFFORRaid City,and Others. 


rt ntatdlaes IX the Cuſtom of LONDON (Allowed and Confirmed by divers Aﬀts of Parliament, and particu- 
= :arly Saved in the Act 12 Car. 2. which took away the Court of Wards) The Lord Mayor and Aldermen 
-arc'Guardians of theORP HANS of all Free-men of the ſaid Ciry, And have the Care and Govern- 
&f Tmcnt of them and their Eſtates and every Free-man's Executors are bound by Recognizanceto pay 

may his Childrens Portions into the CHAMBER of London,Or clſc become bound with Three ſufficieae . 
S& occurities, (Citizens of London) to pay them when they come of Age: Purſuant, and in Obedience 
co this Cuſtom, the Portions of p cat Numbers of Orphans of the {aid City, have been Paid into the 

— ol—— . ſaid Chamber, whereby the Chamber 1s become Indebted to them, As followeth : 

The Debt owing. from the Chamber of London 1s, Principal-Mony to Orphans —————— 508314—12— 4 
—t0 Others —————— —— 97300—13—II 
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6og615— 6— 3 
And Intereſt for the ſame at Lady-Day laſt, about————— ——— 143260 0 0 


Total —74887 _ 6— 3 


By the great. Sums:of Mony exacted from the Chamber during the Civil Wars, the Chamber of Londen became Indebred 
'1n the Year 1660, the Sum of ——————— — —g—— m—_—_—_—_ _——— 9, 
Which Debt:1n Arno r665 (by Payment of Intereft,or finding Mony to Orphans, purſuant to the aforcfaid Cuſtom,and by 
divers extraordinary Expences after the Reftorationof King CHARLES the Second) Amounted to 265000 b——— 
"The greateſt Parc of the City of London being Burnt down in Anno 1666, As alſo the Citics Publick Buildings , with the _ 
'preateſt part of their Revenuc, The Chamber was forc'd (before the Grant of the Coal Revenue) to Disburſe divers Great 
ums of Mony (All which were taken up ar Intereſt) to Recover the City out of its Ruins, in Rebuilding their Priſexs 
and other Publick Buildings, Clearing and Paving the Streets, Repairing the Common Sewers, and other Publick Works. 
And whereas before the ſaid Fire, the Fines received upon Renewing of Leaſes were a'great Support to the Chamber ; Moſt of 
| the Cities Howes being Burnt down, The City was forc'd (for Encouragement of Tenants) to make Long Leaſes thereof 
without-Fines, whereby the Chamber hath cver ſince been deprived of a conſiderable Income thereby. | 
The Citics Rights and Liberties having in the Reign of King CHARLES the Second been frequently Queſtioned 
and Invaded (the better co ſubjz& the City to Arbitrary Power,) And at laſt Judgment upon the 2x0 Warranto given againſt 
{-thcir being a Corporation ; They were forc'd (for their neceſſary Defence therein) to Dishurle very great Sums of Mony 
-out of the Chamber of London; By which Means aforcſaid, and the conſtant Payment of Intereſt, The Debt (which in 
1665 was 265000 /.) is now Swelled to near 750000 }. EY 
All the Freehold Lands and Tenements belonging to the Chamber of London d6 not amounc to 4000 þ. per Annum; Near - 
1000 per Annum whereof is charged with Charitable Uſes, and the Reſidue is for Support of the Cities Government; 
| Which yer the City (if it ſhall be thought Convenient to leave Its Goyernment without that Support) wilt Sell rowards 
& J Payment of thc ſaid Debr. The WIDOWS and ORP HANS (to whom this Debe is Owing ) are many Hundreds in 
- J Number, and very Many of them haye no other Subfiſtence ro Depend upon; Wherefore it is Humbly hoped the 
WPARLIA MENT will Compaſſionate Their and the Citics deplorable Cafe, and afford a Relicf ſuitable ro the Greatneſs of 
the Debr, Which They Preſume the rather to Hope, in Regard the Citizens of London have (on All Occaſions) been Scrvice- 
able tothe Publick , and particularly in Their Gzards, during All the Time of Proſecuting The Popiſh Plot, And upon 
Occafion of the late Diſturbances before His Preſent MAJES TIES Arrival to this City, Which hath Coſt the Citizens 
Near 300000 /. | ; 
4 The Debt being ſo vaſtly Great, and the Credicors ſo Numerous, It will not be poſſible to Preſerve the City, and Support 
ts Goycrnment againſt the Multitade of Actions that will be brought, Whereby the Corporation muſt be Torn in Pieces, + 
rithour the Parliaments Favourable Afdiſtance;to Enable the City to Pay off the Debt. And it is Humbly Submutted, Whether 
he Support of the City of London, (and of Its Government) be not for the Interefl and Benefit of the Whole Kingdom 
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